LRGVDC 2026-2027 Governor's Public
Safety Office (PSO) Grant Application
Workshop

Presented by:
Cesar Merla-Director, Emergency Services
Mary Gonzalez-Planner |
Angel Salinas-Program Specialist

This workshop will be recorded for quality and training purposes



Agenda

* Application process for funding sources monitored by the LRGVDC
* Basic requirements for funding sources
* Specific Funding Source Overview-Criminal Justice

* Specific Funding Source Overview-State Homeland Security Program
* Additional Information

e Follow on Instructions



Application process for all funding sources monitored by the
LRGVDC

RFA’s Open RFA’s Close

Attend and/or Complete All Applications Applications

. Apply t
Monday View LRGVDC Cyber Security PP Thursday Batched by Returned to
December 16, Worshop

Funding Source
Training g February 12,

P *
2025 2026 = coG

EEIONCICER PRI Score Sheets Applications

. . COG Staff List presented Prioritization .
funding during . . returned to Submitted to
OCT-DEC of submit to LRGVDC Meetings Held COG Staff for each

apolication Prioritization Board of Per Funding Data committee for
PP List to PSO Directors for Requirement** L .
year T Compilation scoring
ratification

*Criminal Justice applications are returned separately with different due dates for prioritization submission are subject to batching by the PSO

** Each Grant Funding Source will have a different deadline for prioritization. Deadline is determined by the PSO. Each Committee will host a special meeting
that is open to the public and all applicants on a designated time that is based on the PSO deadline to submit the prioritization.

The LRGVDC Public Safety Department, the Homeland Security and Criminal Justice Advisory Committees along with the LRGVDC Board of
Directors only recommends funding. The Office of the Governor's Public Safety Office has the final determination on funding allotments per
corresponding funding source.




Basic requirements for all funding sources

The LRGVDC-Public Safety Department will assist the Governor’s Public Safety Office (PSO)
with the following funding sources:

* Criminal Justice Grant Program (JAG)

* General Victim Assistance Grant Program (VOCA)

* Juvenile Justice & Truancy Prevention Grant Program (TP)

* Violence Against Women Justice and Training Program (VAWA)

* State Homeland Security Program-Regular (SHSP-R)*
» State Homeland Security Program-Law Enforcement Terrorism Prevention Activities (SHSP-LETPA or L)*

*At this time, the State Homeland Security Program (SHSP) Regular, LETPA and National Priority Area applications are on hold due to pending processes with FEMA and other states.




Basic requirements for all funding sources-cont

* Where to apply:
Home | eGrants

Public Safety Office

The Office of the Governor plays a key role in
shaping the future of the Lone Star State.

About eGrants

Online Grant
Management

eGrants

is the online grant management system used by
Public Safety Office programs. Register for an
account, submit and certify an application, and then
manage any grant awarded to your agency.



https://egrants.gov.texas.gov/
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Funding Announcements - Reque

Guides ~

Funding O

st for Applications (RFA)

Contact Us Login «

Click here to view Active Funding

Public Safety Office

The Office of the Governor plays a key role in
shaping the future of the Lone Star State.

| .

The Request for Applications (RFA) can be found on
the eGrants homepage under the Funding
Opportunities tab and selecting “Active Funding
Opportunities”. Scroll down to find the State
Homeland Security Program Regular, LETPA and all
Justice RFA’s

ties ™ Resources ~ .
Opportunities
Name: . Available Due Date
State Homeland Security Program — Regular 12172029 ov/08/2024

Projects (SHSP-R) — Federal Fiscal Year
2024

Purpose:
The purpase of this announcement is to sclicit applications for proje
threats and hazards that pose the greatest risk 10 the security of Tex
investments that build, sustain, and deliver the 32 core capabili

upport state and local efforts 1o prevent terrorism and targeted violence and prepare for the
ns. The Office of the Govemor (008), Public Safety Office (PSO) provides funding o implement
ies essential to achieving a secure and resilient state

This funding supports state, tribal and local preparedness activities that address high-priority preparedness gaps across all core capabilities where 8 nexus o terrorism exists.
Al investments must be consistent with capability targets set during the Threat and Hazard \dermﬂcauon and Risk A sessment (THIRA) process, and gaps identified in the
Stakenolder Preparedness Review (SPR)

investments that improve the ability of jurisdictions

« Protect fis citzens, residents, visi 2gainst the greatest threats and hazards;

« Mitigate the loss of life and property by lessening the impact of (o

. Rewmuqumkly 10 save lives, protect DruDemanmne envirgn! ﬁ I nmp

- Reewermmughalwcuson meume\yrescoranon svengmem SSRilfy an|
ities affected by a

the aftermath of a eatastrophic incident; andfor
. housing, and a ecenomy, as well as the

catastophic

related 1o terrorism preparedness may simultaneou
assist nte in achieving target

sly support enhanced preparedness for other hazards
to preventing, preparing for, protecting against, or

rori
responding to acts of terrorism.

Note for Cybersecurity Applicants: Projects seeking 1o design and ImDIemEm efforts to address imminent cybersecurity threats 1o local information systems should refer to
the State and Local Cybersecurity Grant Program (SLCGP) the Funding page in eGrants

2. Regional councils of governments,
3. Units of local gevernment;

4. Nonprofit organizations;
5. Universities or Collzges; and

6. Federally recognized Native American tribes

Total Funds

$TBD

Applicants are highly encouraged to read the RFA
“Announcement” very carefully.

|

Click ‘Read More’ to view the funding
announcement
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eGrants User Account Registration

: - " Public Safety Office

The Public Safety Office utilizes an The Office of the Ggiernor plays a key role in
Electronic Grant management System  ElislsligleRisERIE ERel fep CRReT RS (e [f5) (o14c3
know as eGrants Home | eGrants

(texa S : gOV) Create a New Account
- eGrants is used to administer all Online GHl
grants made by the PSO. W Managen .

o 1 S586M - =t h
- Applications to the PSO are only 2 " awarded
accepted though eGrants. e X W —————

- *All applicants/organizations will
need to identify and designate at
least three (3) grant officials and
register for eGrants User accounts.

*The three (3) designated grant officials include the Project Director,
Finance Director/Officer and Authorized Official


https://egrants.gov.texas.gov/Default.aspx
https://egrants.gov.texas.gov/Default.aspx
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Navigating eGrants

Grant Number

Seven-digits consisting of a five-digit Grant ID and a two-digit

Grant Count ID.

A grant count ID of “01” indicates a first year project.

A grant count ID greater than “01” indicates the projectis a

continuation of a previously funded project.

Tabs

eGrants is organized by tabs.

GrantID Grant Count ID

Agency Name: PY21 TEST APP [CU21506072V] Grant/App: 4175101
Project Title: Test Project Title

Current Grant Manager: Angie Martin

Current Budget: $0.00

Status: Application Pending Submis
Current Program Manager: Angie

Original Award: $0.00
Current Award: 50.00

Shows applications and
grants assigned to the
user

Containsthe
user's contact
information

eGrants application
creation process begins
here

Update password before
it expires every 90 Days




Basic requirements for all funding sources-cont
Create an Application

The Office of the Governor’s Public Safety Office (PSO) accepts applications for a wide range of State and Federal grant programs. To find the State Homeland
Security Grant Program (SHSP) funding opportunities in eGrants, please follow these steps below:

Organization Type

Select your type of organization. Then, if prompted, select any additional information that applies for this proposed project: @

saacelect Oneo 2
--- Select One --—-
. Select the applicable Organization
. : A " Council of Government (COG) i
General Information and Instruction PPly county Type from the Drop Down list
View Introduction General Purpose Political Subdivision of Texas

elect the applicable Funding Agency
from the Drop Down list Nonprofit Corporation

Senior College or University - Private

Hospital District
View Instructions Independent School District (ISD)
TS Junior College - Public

Funding Agency

l Senior University — Public (Federal Fund Source)
Select your desired funding agency: ~ Senior University — Public (State Fund Source)

State Agency (Federal Fund Source)

Criminal Justice Division (CID)

: a g . State Agency (State Fund Source)
i _| Governor's Office Disaster Relief (DR) )
u are logged in as User Name: OOGGrantWril o a1and Security Grants Division (HSGD) Tribal Government
Office of Small Business Assistance (OSBA) Unit of Local Government (City, Town, or Village)
Texas Military Preparedness Commission (TMPC)
Texas Music Office (TMO) Organization Type

Select your type of organization. Then, if prompted, select any additional information that applies for this proposed project: @

County S
o

®applying to provide homeland security services

The Funding Agency for any Justice related Grant is the

Type of Project

criminal Justice Division (CJD). The Funding agency for the IS_gI:::ct cEnt;:c or more g_gr!;Erai categories 5.2&50:1;3: bestér;scr st .;,agr pro:osed project.
_ILaw Enforcement!_Prosecution and Our Ervices omelan ecunty

SHSP is the “Homeland Security Grants Division”. The

applicable PSO “Funding Agency” for each funding Search for Pund) nives - Clear Search Critorla_|

opportunity is identified on the title page of the Funding Click “Search for

Announcement located here: Funding Opportunities”

Funding Opportunities | eGrants (texas.gov)



https://egrants.gov.texas.gov/fundingopp

Basic requirements for all funding sources-cont

Create an Application

-y~ Ifno grant programs display, click "Clear Search Criteria" and try different selections on the “Type of Project” categories.

= Also, review the Funding Announcement to verify the program soughtis currently open.

Available Funding Opportunities

0OO0G is now accepting applications for the following opportunities.

Funding Opportunity RFA Opportunity Open Opportunity Close

(if applicable) Fund Source Date Date Apply
SHSP Competitive NPA - . i
FY24 Announcement HS-Homeland Security Grant Program (HSGP) 12/11/2023 2/8/2024 Apply
SHSP LETPA Solicitation - 1
FY24 Announcement HS-Homeland SecurSAFMnPSE)E 12/11/2023 2/8/2024 Apply
SHSP Regular Solicitation - . 1
FY24 Announcement HS-Homeland Security Grant Program (HSGP) 12/11/2023 2/8/2024 _ Apply |

State Payee Identification 1

Enter the Applicant Agency's State Payee Identification Number ( e.g., Federal Employer's Identification (FEI) Number or Vendor ID): @ .

ol Enter the agency's 9-digit NOTE: State Agencies and State Universities should enter ClICK
Federal Tax ID Number their 3-digit State Agency code three times “Apply”

Create a Continuation Project

Grantee organizaticns that have a grant project that they want to request continued funding for will need to enter the existing grant infermation
below. Otherwise, if this is a new project leave this box blank.

After typing in the State Payee 1D and / or the Existing Grant Number, click on the Start Application button.

Enter the Existing Grant Number (e.g., 1600002} Enter the 7-digit grant number for the existing Active grant for which you are
&> applying to continue, OR leave blank if applying for new funding

ik ™ Y-
Start Application H Click "start Application" button




Basic requirements for all funding sources-cont

Navigating eGrants

The eGrants system uses the following icons:

2l - Expand List

d — Collapse Lf/
| - Add Item

S - Edit
x - Cancel EN
X _ Delete

B - Save (When this icon appears, save your work or it will be lost.) 4=

© _ Help

—

Notes Box (bottom of each tab):

Used on the Budget Tab
to create and edit budget
line items

Used on the Activities and
Measures Tab to enter and
save data into the
appropriate fields

Save Only | / Save and Continue | buttons are used for savinginformation
entered on each tab

Toview all Notes on the grant, go to the Summary/Grant.Issues tab. The Notes feature is used for multiple purposes:
1. During application review, the Grant Manager (GM) may use this box to type a question or describe an item needing correction;
Provide decisions regarding eligibility/allowability of activities or costs;

2.
3. Document changes made to entries on the tab; or
4. Anareaforapplicants torespond toinquiries made by the GM.

The eGrants Notes boxes are not the most effective method of communicating with a PSO GM when you are seeking technical assistance or in need of prompt information. GM’s do not
receive notification when Notes are entered and will not see your note until the next time they open your application. A more effective method for routine communications is to send an

emailtothe GM.



Basic requirements for all funding sources-cont

Who is eligible to apply?

.. . . ms of Local Governments is defined by 6 \
Eligible Organizations: U.S.C.§101(13) as a:

1. State agencies; . County
. . Municipality
2. Regional councils of . City
Town
governments; Township
. . - Local Public Authority
3. Units of local government; e | . Schooldistrict
4. Nonprofit organizations; * Specialdistrict
Intrastate district
5. Universities or Colleges (|HE); * Council of governments (regardless of
whether the council of governments is
and incorporated as a nonprofit corporation under
_ _ State law)
6. Federally recognlzed Native * Regional or interstate government entity

. . * Agency or instrumentality of a local
American tribes. government




Basic requirements for all funding sources-cont

All applicants must comply with the following eligibility requirements:

1.

Cybersecurity Training - Local units of governments must comply with the Cybersecurity Training requirements described in Section 772.012 and
Section 2054.5191 of the Texas Government Code. Local governments determined to not be in compliance with the cybersecurity requirements required
by Section 2054.5191 of the Texas Government Code are ineligible for OOG grant funds until the second anniversary of the date the local government is
determined ineligible. Government entities must annually certify their compliance with the training requirements using the Cybersecurity Training

Certification for State and Local Governments. A copy of the Training Certification must be uploaded to your eGrants application. For more information

or to access available training programs, visit the Texas Department of Information Resources Statewide Cybersecurity Awareness Training page.

Criminal History Reporting - Entities receiving funds from PSO must be located in a county that has an average of 90% or above on both adult and
juvenile dispositions entered into the computerized criminal history database maintained by the Texas Department of Public Safety (DPS) as directed in
the Texas Code of Criminal Procedure, Chapter 66. The disposition completeness percentage is defined as the percentage of arrest charges a county
reports to DPS for which a disposition has been subsequently reported and entered into the computerized criminal history system.

Uniform Crime Reporting Program (UCR) - Eligible applicants operating a law enforcement agency must be current on reporting complete UCR data
and the Texas specific reporting mandated by 411.042 TGC, to the Texas Department of Public Safety (DPS) for inclusion in the annual Crime in Texas
(CIT) publication. To be considered eligible for funding, applicants must have submitted a full twelve months of accurate data to DPS for the most recent
calendar year by the deadline(s) established by DPS. Due to the importance of timely reporting, applicants are required to submit complete and
accurate UCR data, as well as the Texas-mandated reporting, on a no less than monthly basis and respond promptly to requests from DPS related to the
data submitted.

Sexual Assault Evidence Tracking Program (Track-Kit) - In accordance with Texas Government Code, Section 420.034, any facility or entity that
collects evidence for sexual assault or other sex offenses or investigates or prosecutes a sexual assault or other sex offense for which evidence has
been collected, must participate in the statewide electronic tracking system developed and implemented by the Texas Department of Public Safety. Visit
DPS’s Sexual Assault Evidence Tracking Program website for more information or to set up an account to begin participating.



https://dir.my.site.com/SecurityTrainingVerification/s/CybersecurityTrainingCertification
https://dir.my.site.com/SecurityTrainingVerification/s/CybersecurityTrainingCertification
https://dir.my.site.com/SecurityTrainingVerification/s/CybersecurityTrainingCertification
https://www.dps.texas.gov/section/crime-laboratory/sexual-assault-evidence-tracking-program

Basic requirements for all funding sources-cont

Applicants must comply with the following eligibility requirements (cont.):

5.

SAM - Eligible applicants must be registered in the federal System for Award Management (SAM) database and have an UEI (Unique
Entity ID) number assigned to its agency (to get registered in the SAM database and request an UElI number, go to https://sam.gov/).

Resolutions - Applications from nonprofit corporations, local units of governments, and other political subdivisions must submit a fully

executed resolution with the application to be considered eligible for funding. The resolution must contain the following elements

(see Sample Resolution):

a

a
a

Authorization by your governing body for the submission of the application to the Public Safety Office (PSO) that clearly identifies
the name of the project for which funding is requested;

A commitment to provide all applicable matching funds;

A designation of the name and/or title of an authorized official who is given the authority to apply for, accept, reject, alter, or
terminate a grant;

A designation of the name and/or title of a financial officer who is given the authority to submit financial and/or perform


https://sam.gov/
https://egrants.gov.texas.gov/uploads/egrants_files/PSO_Sample_Resolution_Revised.docx

Sample Resolutions

SAMPLE RESOLUTION

WHEREAS, The (Governing Body) finds it in the best interest of the citizens of
,(Geographic Area)thatthe (Mame of Project) be operatedforthe

(Year); and

WHEREAS, (Governing Body) agrees to provide applicable matching funds for the

said project as required by the (Funding Source) grant application; and

WHEREAS, (Governing Body) agreesthatinthe event of loss or misuse of the Office

of the Governor funds, (Governing Body) assures that the funds will be returned to

the Office of the Governar in full.

WHEREAS, (Governing Body) designates (Mame and/or Posifion
Title) as the grantee’s authorized official. The authorized officialis giventhe power to apply for, accept,
reject, alter or terminate the grant on behalf of the applicant agency.

WHEREAS, (Governing Body) designates (Mame and/or Posifion
Title) asthe grantee'sfinancial officer. Thefinancial officeris giventhe powerto submitfinancial andior
programmatic reports or alter a grant on behalf of the applicant agency.

NOW THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that (Governing Body) approves submission
of the grant application for the (Mame of Project) to the Office of the Gaovernar.
Signed by:

Passed and Approved this (Day) of (Month), (Year)

Grant Mumber:

PSO_Sample_Resolution_Revised.docx



https://view.officeapps.live.com/op/view.aspx?src=https%3A%2F%2Fegrants.gov.texas.gov%2Fuploads%2Fegrants_files%2FPSO_Sample_Resolution_Revised.docx&wdOrigin=BROWSELINK
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Submit By Deadline:

Thursday February 12, 2026 at
5:00 pm CST

2 Steps to complete BEFORE the
5:00 pm CST cutoff

Step 1: Submit grant application

Step 2: Grant application must
be certified by Authorized Official
for submission before 5:00 pm
CST

Step 1: Submit the Initial Application gt Conditions.of Funding | Submit Application

Fund Source Information and Instructions

List of Application Errors and Incomplete Information

Item(s) that Need to be Resolved

Tab Name ‘

Condition of Funding / Project Requirement

List of Post-Award Conditions of Funding and Other Fund-Specific Requirements

Hold Hold Line

|
Date Created Date Met Project |Item
Eunds Eunds

Submit Initial mnm

Any Grant Officer can click the "Submit Initial Application" button to complete Step 1 of
the application submission process.
NOTE: If this button is disabled check that all application errors have been resolved.

Step 2: Certify the Official

Application scuments ! Conditions.of Funding |  Certify. Application

Fund Source Information and Requirements

List of Application Errors and Incomplete Information

!Item(s) that Need to be Resolved Tab Name
List of Post-Award Conditions of Funding and Other Fund-Specific Requirements
o _ _ _ | [ Hold  Hold Line
\Condition of Funding / Project Requirement Only the Authorized Officer can click the "Certify Official Application” Bt Project Item
_ . button to complete Step 2 of the application submission process. Funds Funds

* Certify Official Application T"ﬁmfd;p;;; |

NOTE: If this button is disabled check that the person accessing the
application Is logged in as the Authorized Official.




Specific Funding Source Overview-Criminal Justice Division (CJD)

The Council of Governments will assist the PSO with the
prioritization of the following Criminal Justice Division (CJD) Grants:

Edward Byrne Memorial Justice Assistance Grant Program (JAG)
General Victim Assistance Grant Program (VOCA)

Juvenile Justice and Truancy Prevention Grant Program (TP)
Violence Against Women Justice and Training Program (VAWA)

W=



Specific Funding Source Overview-Criminal Justice

CJAC Member:

Date:

Sample Score Sheet for All Funding Sources

How well does the project
address a priority
identified in the LRGVDC
Criminal Justice Strategic

How well does the
project's approach

The application

Impact Statement:
A clear, precise
state statement

Project Actitivties Program
Type: This designates the
program type that best
describes the primary
purpose of the project.
Activity Description: The

Collaboration:
Applying agency
exemplies
coordinated

Sustainability Plan:
Applying agency has
provided a

Data Management:
The organization
has a clear plan to

Budget: Personnel expenditures
include fringe; Contractual and
professional services includes a
cost per service; Travel &
training include mileage, lodging
rates; Equipment identified

A . sustainability plan that | generate, collect, Lo .
? X
P\I/?:u.;rg?;;l:?mielj:.idci:nn;e’ and activities elge::ﬁ:?ctzfea detailing the describes the activities or collaborative considers budget, |[and assess output Ig:xlr::iligalt)ii:::: dc::itt, TOTAL PTS
Crime & Dru ,Prevention, address the 9 ?ar F;ted impact the project services the project inititative with other | personnel and other and outcome identitied by rate per month:
Technolo Igublic Safety’ problem? 9 . will have on the | provides to include support organizations, factors that would measures to identificat)i’on of';our and ’
Yy ! problem area. of goal statement and are agencies and/or allow their agency to [support evaluation ) y .
Mental Health, Human f N ) . . . N amount to match; Indirect rate is
. consistent with the selection| service providers. continue services. of results. _ ) .
Trafficking) made in the fund speciific <or = to 2%; project costs are
criteria sectio'; resonable, eligible, and cost
' effective.
Project Grant Application 1-20 PTS 1-10 PTS 1-5 PTS 1-5 PTS 1-20 PTS 1-5 PTS 1-5 PTS 1-15 PTS 1-15 PTS
0
0

The score sheet will be used the each of the 27 Criminal Justice Advisory Committee Members to score each application.
Each funding source will have their own scoring sheet from each member.

Potential allocation per funding source based on prior year recommendations:

* JAG-$634,235.50
* VOCA-$4,575,190.62
* VAWA - $416,884.96

TP - $163,669.58

The LRGVDC Public Safety Department, the Criminal Justice Advisory Committee and the LRGVDC Board of
Directors only recommend funding. The Office of the Governor's Public Safety Office has final determination on
funding allotments per corresponding source.




N : .
ame Available

Criminal Justice Grant 12/15/2025
Program, FY2027 Due Date

02/12/2026

Purpose:

The purpose of this announcement is to solicit applications for projects that promote public
safety, reduce crime, and improve the criminal justice system.

Available Funding:

Federal Funds are authorized under 34 U.S.C. §10152 Edward Byrne Memorial Justice Assistance
Grant Program (JAG). JAG funds are made available through a Congressional appropriation to the
U.S. Department of Justice, Bureau of Justice Assistance. All awards are subject to the availability
of appropriated federal funds and any modifications or additional requirements that may be
imposed by law.

Eligible Organizations:

Applications may be submitted by state agencies, public and private institutions of higher
education, independent school districts, Native American tribes, councils of governments, non-
profit corporations (including hospitals and faith-based organizations), and units of local
government, which are defined as a non-statewide governmental body with the authority to
establish a budget and impose taxes.

All applications submitted by local law enforcement agencies/offices must be submitted by a unit
of government affiliated with the agency, including an authorizing resolution from that unit of
government. For example, police departments must apply under their municipal government, and
community supervision and corrections departments, district attorneys, and judicial districts must
apply through their affiliated county government (or one of the counties, in the case of agencies
that serve more than one county).

Application Process:

Applicants must access the PSO’s eGrants grant management website at
https://eGrants.gov.texas.gov to register and apply for funding.

1. For eligible local and regional projects:


https://egrants.gov.texas.gov/
https://egrants.gov.texas.gov/
https://egrants.gov.texas.gov/

e Applicants must contact their applicable regional council of governments (COG) regarding
their application.

e Each of Texas' 24 COGs holds its own application planning workshops, workgroups, and/or
subcommittees and facilitates application prioritization for certain programs within its region.
Failure to comply with regional requirements imposed by the COG may render an application
ineligible.

2. State agencies, and other organizations proposing projects with a statewide impact, may submit
applications directly to PSO.

Applicants are required to submit fully developed and detailed grant budgets at the time of
application, PSO will not accept placeholder applications and/or budget line items in lieu of a well
written and detailed grant application.

***NEW APPLICATION SUBMISSION REQUIREMENT***

The following documents must be submitted with the application for the application to be
considered complete and eligible for funding. See the Eligibility Requirements and/or Program-
Specific Requirements Sections of this Funding Announcement for more details on the
requirements for each attachment/certification:

e Resolution from Governing Body - Applications from nonprofit corporations, local units of

governments, and other political subdivisions must submit a fully executed resolution.
e CEO/Law Enforcement Certifications and Assurances Form - Each local unit of

government, and institution of higher education that operates a law enforcement agency,
must certify compliance with federal and state immigration enforcement requirements.
e CEO/NGO Certification and Assurances Form - Each non-profit organization must certify

compliance with federal and state immigration enforcement requirements.

Failure to submit the fully executed required attachment(s) by the application deadline may result
in the application being deemed ineligible.

Key Dates:
Funding Anouncemtent Release 12/15/2025
Online System Opening Date 12/15/2025
Final Date to Submit and Certify an 02/12/2026 at 5:00PM CST
Application
Earliest Project Start Date 10/01/2026

Project Period:



https://egrants.gov.texas.gov/uploads/egrants_files/PSO_Sample_Resolution_Revised.docx
https://egrants.gov.texas.gov/uploads/egrants_files/PSO_Sample_Resolution_Revised.docx
https://egrants.gov.texas.gov/uploads/egrants_files/2027_CEO-LE_Cert-Assurances_Form-Blank.pdf
https://egrants.gov.texas.gov/uploads/egrants_files/2027_CEO-LE_Cert-Assurances_Form-Blank.pdf
https://egrants.gov.texas.gov/uploads/egrants_files/2027_CEO-LE_Cert-Assurances_Form-Blank.pdf
https://egrants.gov.texas.gov/uploads/egrants_files/2027_CEO-LE_Cert-Assurances_Form-Blank.pdf
https://egrants.gov.texas.gov/uploads/egrants_files/2027_CEO-NGO_Cert-Assurances_Form-Blank.pdf
Cesar Merla
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Projects must begin on or after 10/01/2026 and may not exceed a 12-month project period.

Funding Levels

Minimum: $10,000
Maximum: None

Match Requirement: None

Standards

Grantees must comply with standards applicable to this fund source cited in the Texas Grant
Management Standards (IxGMS), Federal Uniform Grant Guidance, and all statutes, requirements,

and guidelines applicable to this funding.
Eligible Activities and Costs

Funding may be used to provide additional personnel, equipment, supplies, contractual support,
training, technical assistance, and information systems for criminal justice purposes, including
for any one or more of the following:

1. Law enforcement — Includes championing a supportive, professional, respected law
enforcement system with specialized resources that are adaptive and flexible to ever-changing
crimes and situations.

State Priority Areas include:
a. Intelligence-based Investigations (Violent Crime, Border Crime, Gangs)
b. Community Policing Programs
c. Specialized Officer Training
d. Officer Wellness Programs

2. Prosecution and Courts — Includes fostering an informed, collaborative, and multi-disciplinary
system that ensures appropriate penalties offenders and services for the community and victims.

State Priority Areas include:
a. Pre-trial Diversion Programs
b. Reduce Evidence Testing Backlog

c. Courtroom Personnel Training


https://comptroller.texas.gov/purchasing/grant-management/
https://www.ecfr.gov/current/title-2/subtitle-A/chapter-II/part-200?toc=1
https://www.ecfr.gov/current/title-2/subtitle-A/chapter-II/part-200?toc=1
Cesar Merla
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3. Crime Prevention and Education — Includes cultivating an individualized, understanding-based
system that takes a multi-pronged approach, infused with basic life skills and alternative tracks to
crime prevention.

State Priority Areas include:
a. Life-skills Training Programs
b. Community-based Prevention Programs

4. Corrections and Community Corrections — Includes promoting an assessment-driven,
treatment-focused system that targets an individual's risk and needs appropriately.

State Priority Areas Include:
a. Probation/Parole Officer Training
b. Risk/Needs Assessment for Diversion Programs
c. Jail/Prison-based Co-occurring Treatment

5. Reentry Programs; and

6. Assessment and Evaluation Programs.

Note: “Criminal Justice Purposes” is defined as activities pertaining to crime prevention, control, or
reduction, or the enforcement of the criminal law, including, but not limited to, police efforts to
prevent, control, or reduce crime or to apprehend criminals (including juveniles), activities of
courts having criminal jurisdiction, and related agencies (including but not limited to prosecutorial
and defender services, juvenile delinquency agencies and pretrial service or release agencies),
activities of corrections, probation, or parole authorities and related agencies assisting in the
rehabilitation, supervision, and care of criminal offenders, and programs relating to the
prevention, control, or reduction of narcotic addiction and juvenile delinquency.

Eligibility Requirements

1. Applications from nonprofit corporations, local units of governments, and other political
subdivisions must submit a fully executed resolution with the application to be considered eligible

for funding. The resolution must contain the following elements (see Sample Resolution):

e Authorization by your governing body for the submission of the application to the Public
Safety Office (PSO) that clearly identifies the name of the project for which funding is
requested;

e A commitment to provide all applicable matching funds;

e A designation of the name and/or title of an authorized official who is given the authority to
apply for, accept, reject, alter, or terminate a grant;


https://egrants.gov.texas.gov/uploads/egrants_files/PSO_Sample_Resolution_Revised.docx

e A designation of the name and/or title of a financial officer who is given the authority to
submit financial and/or performance reports or alter a grant; and

e A written assurance that, in the event of loss or misuse of grant funds, the governing body
will return all funds to PSO

2. Local units of governments must comply with the Cybersecurity Training requirements
described in Section 772.012 and Section 2054.5191 of the Texas Government Code. Local
governments determined to not be in compliance with the cybersecurity requirements required by
Section 2054.5191 of the Texas Government Code are ineligible for OOG grant funds until the
second anniversary of the date the local government is determined ineligible. Government entities
must annually certify their compliance with the training requirements using the Cybersecurity
Training_Certification for State and Local Governments. A copy of the Training Certification must

be uploaded to your eGrants application. For more information or to access available training
programs, visit the Texas Department of Information Resources Statewide Cybersecurity

Awareness Training page.

3. Entities receiving funds from PSO must be located in a county that has an average of 90% or
above on both adult and juvenile dispositions entered into the computerized criminal history
database maintained by the Texas Department of Public Safety (DPS) as directed in the Texas Code
of Criminal Procedure, Chapter 66. The disposition completeness percentage is defined as the
percentage of arrest charges a county reports to DPS for which a disposition has been
subsequently reported and entered into the computerized criminal history system.

Counties applying for grant awards from the Office of the Governor must commit that the county
will report at least 90% of convictions within five business days to the Criminal Justice Information
System at the Department of Public Safety.

4. Eligible applicants operating a law enforcement agency must be current on reporting complete
UCR data and the Texas specific reporting mandated by 411.042 TGC, to the Texas Department of
Public Safety (DPS) for inclusion in the annual Crime in Texas (CIT) publication. To be considered
eligible for funding, applicants must have submitted a full twelve months of accurate data to DPS
for the most recent calendar year by the deadline(s) established by DPS. Due to the importance of
timely reporting, applicants are required to submit complete and accurate UCR data, as well as the
Texas-mandated reporting, on a no less than monthly basis and respond promptly to requests
from DPS related to the data submitted.

5. In accordance with Texas Government Code, Section 420.034, any facility or entity that collects
evidence for sexual assault or other sex offenses or investigates or prosecutes a sexual assault or
other sex offense for which evidence has been collected, must participate in the statewide
electronic tracking system developed and implemented by the Texas Department of Public Safety.
Visit DPS's Sexual Assault Evidence Tracking Program website for more information or to set up an
account to begin participating. Additionally, per Section 420.042 "A law enforcement agency that



https://dir.my.site.com/SecurityTrainingVerification/s/CybersecurityTrainingCertification
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receives evidence of a sexual assault or other sex offense...shall submit that evidence to a public
accredited crime laboratory for analysis no later than the 30th day after the date on which that
evidence was received.” A law enforcement agency in possession of a significant number of Sexual
Assault Evidence Kits (SAEK) where the 30-day window has passed may be considered
noncompliant.

6. Local units of government, including cities, counties and other general purpose political
subdivisions, as appropriate, and institutions of higher education that operate a law enforcement
agency, must comply with all aspects of the programs and procedures utilized by the U.S.
Department of Homeland Security ("DHS") to: (1) notify DHS of all information requested by DHS
related to illegal aliens in Agency’s custody; and (2) detain such illegal aliens in accordance with
requests by DHS. Additionally, counties and municipalities may NOT have in effect, purport to
have in effect, or make themselves subject to or bound by, any law, rule, policy, or practice
(written or unwritten) that would: (1) require or authorize the public disclosure of federal law
enforcement information in order to conceal, harbor, or shield from detection fugitives from
justice or aliens illegally in the United States, 8 U.S.C. § 1324(a)(1)(A)(iii); (2) impede federal officers
from exercising authority under 8 U.S.C. § 1226(a), § 1226(c), § 1231(a), § 1357(a), § 1366(1), or §
1366(3); (3) encourage or induce an alien to come to, enter, or reside in the United States in
violation of law, 8 U.S.C. § 1324(a)(1)(A)(iv); (4) result in the illegal transport or movement of aliens
within the United States, 8 U.S.C. § 1324(a)(1)(A)(ii) . Lastly, eligible applicants must comply with all
provisions, policies, and penalties found in Chapter 752, Subchapter C of the Texas Government
Code.

Each local unit of government, and institution of higher education that operates a law
enforcement agency, must download, complete and then upload into eGrants the CEO/Law
Enforcement Certifications and Assurances Form certifying compliance with federal and state

immigration enforcement requirements. This Form is required for each application submitted to
OOG and is active until August 31, 2027 or the end of the grant period, whichever is later.

7. Each non-profit 501(c)(3) organization must certify that it does not have, and will continue not
to have any policy, procedure, or agreement (written or unwritten) that in any way encourages,
induces, entices, or aids any violations of immigration laws. Additionally, the organization certifies
that it does not have in effect, purport to have in effect, and is not subject to or bound by any
rule, policy, or practice (written or unwritten) that would: (1) encourage the concealment,
harboring, or shielding from detection of fugitives from justice or aliens who illegally came to,
entered, or remained in the United States, 8 U.S.C. § 1324(a)(1)(A)(iii), or (2) impede federal officers
from exercising authority under 8 U.S.C. § 1226(a), § 1226(c), § 1231(a), § 1357(a), § 1366(1), or §
1366(3); (3) encourage or induce an alien to come to, enter, or reside in the United States in
violation of law, 8 U.S.C. § 1324(a)(1)(A)(iv); (4) result in the illegal transport or movement of aliens
within the United States, 8 U.S.C. § 1324(a)(1)(A)(ii). Lastly, the organization certifies that it will not
adopt, enforce, or endorse a policy which prohibits or materially limits the enforcement of


https://egrants.gov.texas.gov/uploads/egrants_files/2027_CEO-LE_Cert-Assurances_Form-Blank.pdf
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immigration laws, and will not, as demonstrated by pattern or practice, prohibit or materially limit
the enforcement of immigration laws.

Each non-profit organization must download, complete and then upload into eGrants the
CEO/NGO Certifications and Assurances Form Certifying compliance with federal and state

immigration enforcement requirements.

8. Eligible applicants must be registered in the federal System for Award Management (SAM)
database and have an UEI (Unique Entity ID) number assigned to its agency (to get registered in
the SAM database and request an UEI number, go to https://sam.gov/).

Failure to comply with program eligibility requirements may cause funds to be withheld and/or
suspension or termination of grant funds.

Prohibitions

Grant funds may not be used to support the unallowable costs listed in the Guide to Grants or

any of the following unallowable costs:

1. Construction, renovation, or remodeling;

2. Medical services;

3. Security enhancements or equipment for non-governmental entities not engaged in criminal
justice or public safety;

4. Non-law enforcement vehicles or equipment for government agencies that are for general
agency use;

5. Equipment, supplies, and other direct costs associated with processing DNA evidence;

6. Activities or costs in support of Operation Border Star (agencies seeking such funding should
apply under the PSO Local Border Security funding announcement);

7. Law enforcement equipment that is standard department issue (including weapons, any
weapon attachments and/or accessories and less lethal weapons such as tasers, non-lethal
rounds, etc.; excluding equipment used exclusively for specialized training activities);

8. Transportation, lodging, per diem or any related costs for participants, when grant funds are
used to develop and conduct training for outside participants;

9. Unmanned aircraft systems (UAS), including unmanned aircraft vehicles (UAV) and/or any
accompanying accessories to support UAS or UAV devices/systems;

10. Items listed on the Byrne JAG Prohibited Expenditure Category A and B List;
11. Rifle-resistant body armor (NIJ Compliant Type IlIA and below is eligible); and

12. Any other prohibition imposed by federal, state or local law or regulation.

Selection Process

PSO will screen all applications to ensure that they meet the requirements included in the funding
announcement.


https://egrants.gov.texas.gov/uploads/egrants_files/2027_CEO-NGO_Cert-Assurances_Form-Blank.pdf
https://sam.gov/
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1. For eligible local and regional projects:

e Applications will be forwarded by PSO to the appropriate regional council of governments
(COG).

e The COG's criminal justice advisory committee will prioritize all eligible applications based on
State priorities, identified community priorities, cost and program effectiveness.

e PSO will accept priority listings that are approved by the COG's executive committee.

e PSO will make all final funding decisions based upon eligibility, approved COG priorities,
reasonableness of the project, availability of funding, and cost-effectiveness.

2. For state discretionary projects, applications will be reviewed by PSO staff members or a review
group selected by the executive director. PSO will make all final funding decisions based on
eligibility, reasonableness, availability of funding, and cost-effectiveness.

PSO may not fund all applications or may only award part of the amount requested. In the event
that funding requests exceed available funds, PSO may revise projects to address a more limited
focus.

Contact Information

For more information, contact the eGrants help desk at eGrants@gov.texas.gov or (512) 463-1919.

Total Funds

$TBD
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General Victim 12/15/2025
Assistance Grant e Date
Program, FY2027 0211272026

Purpose:

The purpose of this program is to provide services and assistance directly to victims of crime to
speed their recovery and aid them through the criminal justice process.

Services may include the following:

e Responding to the emotional and physical needs of crime victims;

e Assisting victims in stabilizing their lives after a victimization;

e Assisting victims to understand and participate in the criminal justice system; and
e Providing victims with safety and security.

This solicitation is for programs seeking to provide general victim services to broad categories of
victim populations that may include victims of commercial sexual exploitation or trafficking,
including emergency and long-term residential (shelter) for children and transition-age youth as
well as drop-in centers.

Information about other related funding opportunities is provided below and on the Funding

Opportunities tab of the eGrants homepage:

e Specialized Advocacy for Commercially Sexually Exploited Youth, FY2027. Projects to
support advocacy services for children and transition-aged youth within the CSEY Advocacy
model.

¢ Texas Model for Care Coordination, FY2027. The purpose of this funding opportunity is to
support programs to implement the Texas Model for Care Coordination for Commercially
Sexually Exploited Youth (CSEY).

Agencies applying for funds to support a CASA or Children’s Advocacy Center program must
apply through either Texas CASA, Inc. or Children’s Advocacy Centers of Texas.

Available Funding:

unding is authorized for these projects under the following sources:


https://egrants.gov.texas.gov/

e Victims of Crime Act of 1984 (VOCA) as amended and codified in 34 U.S.C. §820103. VOCA
funds are made available through a Congressional appropriation to the U.S. Department of
Justice, Office for Victims of Crime.

e State funds are authorized under SB30, Section 2.26 passed during the 88t Regular Session
for Trusteed Programs within the Office of the Governor.

All awards are subject to the availability of appropriated funds and any modifications or additional
requirements that may be imposed by law.

Eligible Organizations:

Applications may be submitted by state agencies, public and private non-profit institutions of
higher education, independent school districts, Native American tribes, councils of governments,
non-profit corporations (including hospitals and faith-based organizations) and units of local
government, which are defined as a non-statewide governmental body with the authority to
establish a budget and impose taxes (includes hospital districts). Other local governmental
agencies should apply through an associated unit of local government.

Application Process:

Applicants must access the PSO’s eGrants grant management website at
https://eGrants.gov.texas.gov to register and apply for funding.

1. For eligible local and regional projects:

e Applicants must contact their applicable regional council of governments (COG) regarding
their application.

e Each of Texas' 24 COGs holds its own application planning workshops, workgroups, and/or
subcommittees and facilitates application prioritization for certain programs within its region.
Failure to comply with regional requirements imposed by the COG may render an application
ineligible.

2. State agencies, and other organizations proposing projects with a statewide impact, may submit
applications directly to PSO.

Applicants are required to submit fully developed and detailed grant budgets at the time of
application, PSO will not accept placeholder applications and/or budget line items in lieu of a well
written and detailed grant application.

Non-profit applicants are limited to a single application per agency, and all other eligible
organizations are limited to one application per unit, district or division.

***NEW APPLICATION SUBMISSION REQUIREMENT***


https://egrants.gov.texas.gov/

The following documents must be submitted with the application for the application to be
considered complete and eligible for funding. See the Eligibility Requirements and/or Program-
Specific Requirements Sections of this Funding Announcement for more details on the
requirements for each attachment/certification:

e Resolution from Governing Body - Applications from nonprofit corporations, local units of

governments, and other political subdivisions must submit a fully executed resolution.
e CEO/Law Enforcement Certifications and Assurances Form - Each local unit of

government, and institution of higher education that operates a law enforcement agency,
must certify compliance with federal and state immigration enforcement requirements.
e CEO/NGO Certification and Assurances Form - Each non-profit organization must certify

compliance with federal and state immigration enforcement requirements.

Failure to submit the fully executed required attachment(s) by the application deadline may result
in the application being deemed ineligible.

Key Dates:
Funding Anouncemtent Release 12/15/2025
Online System Opening Date 12/15/2025
Final Date to Submit and Certify an 02/12/2026 at 5:00PM CST
Application
Earliest Project Start Date 10/01/2026

Project Period:

Projects may not exceed 12 months and must begin on or after 10/01/2026 and expire on or
before 9/30/2027.

Funding Levels

Minimum: $10,000

Maximum: No Maximum

Match Requirement: 20% of the total project

The match requirement can be met through cash or in-kind contributions.

Note: Applicants are strongly cautioned to only apply for the amount of funding they can
responsibly expend in the grant period. PSO will be tracking expenditure rates throughout the life
of the grants and may take action to avoid large de-obligations at the end of grant periods.
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Standards

Grantees must comply with standards applicable to this fund source cited in the Texas Grant

Management Standards (IxGMS), Federal Uniform Grant Guidance, and all statutes, requirements,

and guidelines applicable to this funding.
Eligible Activities and Costs

The following list of eligible activities and costs apply generally to all projects under this
announcement.

Crisis Services

e Services that respond to immediate needs (other than medical care), emotional,

psychological, and physical health and safety including:

(¢]

(¢]

O O O O

Crisis intervention services;

Accompanying victims to hospitals for medical examinations[1];

Hotline counseling;

Safety planning;

Emergency food, clothing, and transportation;

Window, door, or lock replacement or repair, and other repairs necessary to ensure a
victim's safety;

Costs of the following, on an emergency basis (i.e., when the State's compensation
program, the victim's health insurance plan, Medicaid, or other health care funding
source, is not reasonably expected to be available quickly enough to meet the
emergency needs of a victim (typically within 48 hours of the crime): Non-prescription
and prescription medicine, prophylactic or other treatment to prevent HIV/AIDS infection
or other infectious disease, durable medical equipment (such as wheel-chairs, crutches,
hearing aids, eyeglasses), and other healthcare items; in all cases the grant must be
considered the option of last resort; and

Emergency legal assistance, such as for filing for restraining or protective orders, and
obtaining emergency custody orders and visitation rights.

e Personal advocacy and emotional support including:

(¢]

O O O O O

Working with a victim to assess the impact of the crime;

Identification of victim's needs;

Case management;

Management of practical problems created by the victimization;

Identification of resources available to the victim;

Provision of information, referrals, advocacy, and follow-up contact for continued
services, as needed;

Traditional, cultural, and/or alternative therapy/healing (e.g., art therapy, yoga — with
appropriate training, certification, or licensure);


https://comptroller.texas.gov/purchasing/grant-management/
https://www.ecfr.gov/cgi-bin/text-idx?tpl=/ecfrbrowse/Title02/2cfr200_main_02.tpl
https://egrants.gov.texas.gov/eewebadmin.php?/cp/publish/edit/entry/427#_ftn1

o Transportation of victims to receive services and to participate in criminal justice
proceedings; and

o Public awareness and education presentations (including the development of
presentation materials, brochures, newspaper notices, and public service
announcements) in schools, community centers, and other public forums that are
designed to inform crime victims of specific rights and services and provide them with
(or refer them to) services and assistance, this activity will only be funded in conjunction
with programs providing direct services.

Forensic Interviews (with the following parameters):

e Results of the interview will be used not only for law enforcement and prosecution purposes,
but also for identification of needs such as social services, personal advocacy, case
management, substance abuse treatment, and mental health services;

¢ Interviews are conducted in the context of a multi-disciplinary investigation and diagnostic
team, or in a specialized setting such as a child advocacy center; and

e The interviewer is trained to conduct forensic interviews appropriate to the developmental
age and abilities of children, or the developmental, cognitive, and physical or communication
disabilities presented by adults.

Legal Advocacy

e Facilitating participation in criminal justice and other public proceedings arising from the
crime, including:

o Advocacy on behalf of a victim;

o Accompanying a victim to offices and court;

o Transportation, meals, and lodging to allow a victim who is not a witness to participate in
a proceeding;

o Interpreting for a non-witness victim who is deaf or hard of hearing, or with limited
English proficiency;

o Providing child care and respite care to enable a victim who is a caregiver to attend
activities related to the proceeding;

o Notification to victims regarding key proceeding dates (e.g., trial dates, case disposition,
incarceration, and parole hearings);

o Assistance with Victim Impact Statements;

o Assistance in recovering property that was retained as evidence; and

o Assistance with restitution advocacy on behalf of crime victims.

e Legal assistance services (including those provided on an emergency basis), where reasonable
and where the need for such services arises as a direct result of the victimization, including:

o Those (other than criminal defense) that help victims assert their rights as victims in a
criminal proceeding directly related to the victimization, or otherwise protect their safety,
privacy, or other interests as victims in such a proceeding; and



o Those actions (other than tort actions) that, in the civil context, are reasonably necessary
as a direct result of the victimization.

Multi-Disciplinary Teams and Case Coordination

e Representatives of several agencies meet regularly to discuss common cases and share
information to enhance investigation, prosecution, and victim restoration. Cases are followed
through in this manner to closure. Participating agencies may include Child Protective Service,
law enforcement, prosecutors’ offices, Sexual Assault Nurse Examiners or other medical
personnel, mental health professionals, etc.

Peer Support Groups

e Peer-support, including activities that provide opportunities for victims to meet other victims,
share experiences, and provide self-help, information, and emotional support.

Professional Therapy and Counseling

e Mental health counseling and care, including, but not limited to, out-patient
therapy/counseling provided by a person who meets professional standards to provide these
services in the jurisdiction in which the care is administered.

Protective Order Assistance:

e Legal representation provided by program staff and/or staff attorneys to obtain protective
orders and assistance;

e May be provided by law enforcement personnel, prosecution staff or other service providers;
and

e Services may be available at non-traditional locations and times.

Shelter

e Providing a safe place for victims/survivors and their children;

e Short-term (up to 45 days) in-home care and supervision services for children and adults who
remain in their own homes when the offender/caregiver is removed; and

e Short-term (up to 45 days) nursing-home, adult foster care, or group-home placement for
adults for whom no other safe, short-term residence is available;

Transitional Housing

e Travel, rental assistance, security deposits, utilities, and other costs incidental to relocation of
survivors into transitional housing, as well as voluntary support services such as childcare and
counseling. Provision of this service is limited to 18 months in duration per client and must
require active participation in program services designed to enable self-sufficiency of the



client. PSO should be considered the payee of last resort for this service. To be eligible, this

service must be included in the original application budget prioritized by the local Council of

Government’s Criminal Justice Advisory Committee.

Victim-Offender Meetings

e Meetings between the survivor and the offender who perpetrated the crime against the

survivor. At a minimum, grantees must consider:

(0]

o
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The safety and security of the survivor;

The benefit of therapeutic value to the survivor;

The procedures for ensuring that participation of the survivor and offender are voluntary
and that everyone understands the nature of any meeting or other activity;

The provision of appropriate support and accompaniment for the survivor;

Appropriate debriefing opportunities for the survivor after a meeting;

The credentials of the facilitators; and

The opportunity for a survivor to withdraw from the process at any time.

Commercially Sexually Exploited Youth (CSEY) Residential and Community Based Services

Note: Applicants seeking to apply for one of the following CSEY activities should select the

Funding Opportunity titled “Victim Assistance, Residential and Community-Based Services

for Commercially Sexually Exploited Youth” in eGrants. These applications will be scored

and prioritized by the Regional Councils of Governments (COGs) as part of the General

Victim Assistance program. Please be sure to contact your local COG for information on

local COG policies, eligibility requirements, and deadlines for Fiscal Year 2026 General

Victim Assistance funding. Failure to abide by COG policies may render your application

ineligible.

e Community-Based Drop-in Centers: Development, expansion, or enhancement of a drop-in

center which may include street outreach programs for children or transition-age youth who

have experienced commercial sexual exploitation or are victims of crime that place them at

high risk for commercial sexual exploitation. The project must provide safety planning,

individualized and immediate trauma-responsive assessment and case management

including connecting the survivor to needed medical and behavioral health care, legal and
other resources, counseling, support groups, and assistance with securing emergency and
long-term residential services. Applicant must accept survivor walk-in self-referrals and be
accessible, either on-site or through an on-call response, 24 hours a day, 7 days a week.
Emergency Residential Placements: Development, expansion, or enhancement of a

program that provides emergency placement for community children, children in the care of

DFPS, and/or Juvenile Justice, 24 hours a day, 7 days a week, 365 days a year. The program
must provide physical safety, safety planning, individualized and immediate trauma-
responsive behavioral healthcare, legal, educational, vocational, and housing resources,



community and relationship-building opportunities in an empowering, non-judgmental
environment, and re-engagement after runaway episodes or other disruptions in placement
or services. Programs must identify strategies to promote survivor's tangible safety and felt
safety. Clinical, behavioral milieu, and service planning approaches must follow recognized
promising practices or evidence-based programs. Stabilization and Assessment Centers
providing brief placements for highly dysregulated survivors are included in this category.

¢ Long-term Residential Placements: Development, expansion, or enhancement of a program
that provides long-term treatment, foster care or residential treatment for both system-
involved and non-system involved children and transition-age youth who have experienced
commercial sexual exploitation. Programs must provide access to intensive case management
and wraparound facilitation, 24-hour clinical and behavioral crisis services, safety planning,
individualized and immediate trauma-responsive case management (including connecting
survivors to needed medical and behavioral healthcare, legal, educational, and vocational
resources), community and relationship building opportunities in an empowering, non-
judgmental environment, and re-engagement after missing events or other disruptions in
placement or services. Residential programs for transition-age youth must support
empowerment through services that engage survivors in vocational and educational
opportunities in the community. Strategies employed in clinical, behavioral milieu, and all
other service planning must follow recognized promising practices or evidence-based
programs.

¢ Innovative Direct Services for Commercially Sexually Exploited Youth: Innovative direct
service projects to support child and youth survivors of commercial sexual exploitation.
Applicants must clearly articulate the population that will benefit directly from this innovative
service, survivor outcomes that will be different because of this innovation, and any research
that supports the effectiveness of the proposed project.

[1] Note related to hospital accompaniment with sexual assault survivors: In accordance with Art.
56A.351, Texas Code of Criminal Procedure, a victim shall be offered the opportunity to have a
sexual assault program advocate available during a sexual assault forensic exam. Sec. 420.051,
Texas Government Code defines a sexual assault program advocate as an individual who has
completed a sexual assault training program certified by the attorney general and is an employee
or volunteer of a sexual assault program.

Program-Specific Requirements

All projects under this funding announcement must meet the following requirements:

Victim services assessment survey: All recipients of funding under this announcement may be
required to participate in a victim services assessment during their grant period, as directed by
PSO.

Special requirements for vehicle purchases:


https://egrants.gov.texas.gov/eewebadmin.php?/cp/publish/edit/entry/427#_ftnref1

Only non-profits will be eligible to purchase vehicles under this funding announcement. The
vehicles must be for the purpose of transporting victims to receive various services.

Eligibility Requirements

1. Applications from nonprofit corporations, local units of governments, and other political
subdivisions must submit a fully executed resolution with the application to be considered eligible
for funding. The resolution must contain the following elements (see Sample Resolution):

e Authorization by your governing body for the submission of the application to the Public
Safety Office (PSO) that clearly identifies the name of the project for which funding is
requested;

e A commitment to provide all applicable matching funds;

e A designation of the name and/or title of an authorized official who is given the authority to
apply for, accept, reject, alter, or terminate a grant;

e A designation of the name and/or title of a financial officer who is given the authority to
submit financial and/or performance reports or alter a grant; and

e A written assurance that, in the event of loss or misuse of grant funds, the governing body
will return all funds to PSO

2. Entities receiving grant funds must demonstrate a record of effective services to victims of
crime and financial support from sources other than the Crime Victims Fund; or substantial
support from sources other than the Crime Victims Fund.

e A program has demonstrated a record of effective direct services and support when, for
example, it demonstrates the support and approval of its direct services by the community, its
history of providing direct services in a cost-effective manner, and the breadth or depth of its
financial support from sources other than the Crime Victims Fund.

e A program has substantial financial support from sources other than the Crime Victims Fund
when at least twenty-five percent of the program'’s funding in the year of, or the year
preceding the award comes from such sources.

3. Local units of governments must comply with the Cybersecurity Training requirements
described in Section 772.012 and Section 2054.5191 of the Texas Government Code. Local
governments determined to not be in compliance with the cybersecurity requirements required by
Section 2054.5191 of the Texas Government Code are ineligible for OOG grant funds until the
second anniversary of the date the local government is determined ineligible. Government entities
must annually certify their compliance with the training requirements using the Cybersecurity
Training_Certification for State and Local Governments. A copy of the Training Certification must

be uploaded to your eGrants application. For more information or to access available training
programes, visit the Texas Department of Information Resources Statewide Cybersecurity

Awareness Training page.
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4. Entities receiving funds from PSO must be located in a county that has an average of 90% or
above on both adult and juvenile dispositions entered into the computerized criminal history
database maintained by the Texas Department of Public Safety (DPS) as directed in the Texas Code
of Criminal Procedure, Chapter 66. The disposition completeness percentage is defined as the
percentage of arrest charges a county reports to DPS for which a disposition has been
subsequently reported and entered into the computerized criminal history system.

Counties applying for grant awards from the Office of the Governor must commit that the county
will report at least 90% of convictions within five business days to the Criminal Justice Information
System at the Department of Public Safety.

5. Eligible applicants operating a law enforcement agency must be current on reporting complete
UCR data and the Texas specific reporting mandated by 411.042 TGC, to the Texas Department of
Public Safety (DPS) for inclusion in the annual Crime in Texas (CIT) publication. To be considered
eligible for funding, applicants must have submitted a full twelve months of accurate data to DPS
for the most recent calendar year by the deadline(s) established by DPS. Due to the importance of
timely reporting, applicants are required to submit complete and accurate UCR data, as well as the
Texas-mandated reporting, on a no less than monthly basis and respond promptly to requests
from DPS related to the data submitted.

6. In accordance with Texas Government Code, Section 420.034, any facility or entity that collects
evidence for sexual assault or other sex offenses or investigates or prosecutes a sexual assault or
other sex offense for which evidence has been collected, must participate in the statewide
electronic tracking system developed and implemented by the Texas Department of Public Safety.
Visit DPS's Sexual Assault Evidence Tracking Program website for more information or to set up an

account to begin participating. Additionally, per Section 420.042 "A law enforcement agency that
receives evidence of a sexual assault or other sex offense...shall submit that evidence to a public
accredited crime laboratory for analysis no later than the 30th day after the date on which that
evidence was received.” A law enforcement agency in possession of a significant number of Sexual
Assault Evidence Kits (SAEK) where the 30-day window has passed may be considered
noncompliant.

7. Local units of government, including cities, counties and other general purpose political
subdivisions, as appropriate, and institutions of higher education that operate a law enforcement
agency, must comply with all aspects of the programs and procedures utilized by the U.S.
Department of Homeland Security ("DHS") to: (1) notify DHS of all information requested by DHS
related to illegal aliens in Agency’s custody; and (2) detain such illegal aliens in accordance with
requests by DHS. Additionally, counties and municipalities may NOT have in effect, purport to
have in effect, or make themselves subject to or bound by, any law, rule, policy, or practice
(written or unwritten) that would: (1) require or authorize the public disclosure of federal law
enforcement information in order to conceal, harbor, or shield from detection fugitives from
justice or aliens illegally in the United States, 8 U.S.C. § 1324(a)(1)(A)(iii); (2) impede federal officers


https://www.dps.texas.gov/section/crime-laboratory/sexual-assault-evidence-tracking-program

from exercising authority under 8 U.S.C. § 1226(a), § 1226(c), § 1231(a), § 1357(a), § 1366(1), or §
1366(3); (3) encourage or induce an alien to come to, enter, or reside in the United States in
violation of law, 8 U.S.C. § 1324(a)(1)(A)(iv); (4) result in the illegal transport or movement of aliens
within the United States, 8 U.S.C. § 1324(a)(1)(A)(ii) . Lastly, eligible applicants must comply with all
provisions, policies, and penalties found in Chapter 752, Subchapter C of the Texas Government
Code.

Each local unit of government, and institution of higher education that operates a law
enforcement agency, must download, complete and then upload into eGrants the CEO/Law
Enforcement Certifications and Assurances Form certifying compliance with federal and state

immigration enforcement requirements. This Form is required for each application submitted to
OOG and is active until August 31, 2027 or the end of the grant period, whichever is later.

8. Each non-profit 501(c)(3) organization must certify that it does not have, and will continue not
to have any policy, procedure, or agreement (written or unwritten) that in any way encourages,
induces, entices, or aids any violations of immigration laws. Additionally, the organization certifies
that it does not have in effect, purport to have in effect, and is not subject to or bound by any
rule, policy, or practice (written or unwritten) that would: (1) encourage the concealment,
harboring, or shielding from detection of fugitives from justice or aliens who illegally came to,
entered, or remained in the United States, 8 U.S.C. § 1324(a)(1)(A)(iii), or (2) impede federal officers
from exercising authority under 8 U.S.C. § 1226(a), § 1226(c), § 1231(a), § 1357(a), § 1366(1), or §
1366(3); (3) encourage or induce an alien to come to, enter, or reside in the United States in
violation of law, 8 U.S.C. § 1324(a)(1)(A)(iv); (4) result in the illegal transport or movement of aliens
within the United States, 8 U.S.C. § 1324(a)(1)(A)(ii). Lastly, the organization certifies that it will not
adopt, enforce, or endorse a policy which prohibits or materially limits the enforcement of
immigration laws, and will not, as demonstrated by pattern or practice, prohibit or materially limit
the enforcement of immigration laws.

Each non-profit organization must download, complete and then upload into eGrants the
CEO/NGO Certifications and Assurances Form Certifying compliance with federal and state

immigration enforcement requirements.

9. Eligible applicants must be registered in the federal System for Award Management (SAM)
database and have an UEI (Unique Entity ID) number assigned to its agency (to get registered in
the SAM database and request an UEI number, go to https://sam.gov/).

10. Use of the Commercial Sexual Exploitation Identification Tool (CSE-IT) is required for programs
serving commercially exploited children funded by this award. A CSE-IT screening must be
conducted in Lighthouse for each client entering services. Scores of Clear Concern must be
reported to DFPS Statewide Intake.


https://egrants.gov.texas.gov/uploads/egrants_files/2027_CEO-LE_Cert-Assurances_Form-Blank.pdf
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Failure to comply with program eligibility requirements may cause funds to be withheld and/or
suspension or termination of grant funds.

Prohibitions

Grant funds may not be used to support the unallowable costs listed in the Guide to Grants or
any of the following unallowable costs:

1. Lobbying or advocacy activities with respect to legislation or to administrative changes to
regulations or administrative policy (cf. 18 U.S.C. 1913), whether conducted directly or
indirectly;

2. The active investigation and prosecution of criminal activity, except for the provision of victim
assistance services (e.g., emotional support, advocacy, and legal services) to crime victims,
under 28 CFR § 94.119, during such investigation and prosecution;

3. Any activities related to fundraising;

4. Capital improvements; property losses and expenses; real estate purchases; mortgage
payments; remodeling; and construction;

5. Reimbursement of crime victims for expenses incurred as a result of a crime;

6. Salaries, benefits, fees, furniture, equipment, and other expenses of executive directors, board
members, and other administrators (except as specifically allowed);

7. Counseling or treatment for substance abuse (general counseling that includes a component
addressing substance abuse is eligible);

8. Victim-offender meetings that serve to replace (or as a part of) criminal justice proceedings;

9. Medical training;

10. Medical care or expenses (except as specifically allowed);

11. Forensic medical evidence collection to include the salary, overtime or on-call cost of SANE
Nurses;

12. Cash payments to victims, gift cards, or fuel vouchers;

13. Creation of a voucher program where victims are directly given vouchers for such services as
housing or counseling;

14. Transportation, lodging, per diem or any related costs for third-party participants to attend a
training, when grant funds are used to develop and conduct training;

15. Leasing of vehicles;

16. Training of external partners or the community;

17. Program income;

18. Research and studies;

19. Activities that may compromise victim safety;

20. Entertainment, including amusement, diversion, social activities, field trips, excursions and any
associated costs (i.e. tickets to shows or sports events, meals, lodging, rentals, transportation,
and gratuities) unless there is a clear programmatic purpose and the costs are approved in
advance by PSO; and

21. Nonessential maintenance on buildings, lawn care, and landscaping; and

22. Any other prohibition imposed by federal, state, or local law or regulation.
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Selection Process

PSO will screen all applications to ensure that they meet the requirements included in the funding
announcement.

1. For eligible local and regional projects:

e Applications will be forwarded by PSO to the appropriate regional council of governments
(COG).

e The COG's criminal justice advisory committee will prioritize all eligible applications based on
State priorities, identified community priorities, cost and program effectiveness.

e PSO will accept priority listings that are approved by the COG's executive committee.

e PSO will make all final funding decisions based upon eligibility, approved COG priorities,
reasonableness of the project, availability of funding, and cost-effectiveness.

2. For state discretionary projects, applications will be reviewed by PSO staff members or a review
group selected by the executive director. PSO will make all final funding decisions based on
eligibility, reasonableness, availability of funding, and cost-effectiveness.

PSO may not fund all applications or may only award part of the amount requested. In the event
that funding requests exceed available funds, PSO may revise projects to address a more limited
focus.

Contact Information

For more information, contact the eGrants help desk at eGrants@gov.texas.gov or (512) 463-1919.

Total Funds

$TBD
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Purpose:

The purpose of this announcement is to solicit applications for projects that prevent violence in
and around school; and to improve the juvenile justice system by providing mental health
services, truancy prevention, diversion services and intervention through community-based and
school programs.

Available Funding:

State funds are authorized under the Texas General Appropriations Act, Article |, Trusteed
Programs within the Office of the Governor, Strategy B.1.1 as well as Rider 21. All awards are
subject to the availability of funds and the amount is based on a regional model and any
modifications or additional requirements that may be imposed by law.

Eligible Organizations:

Applications may be submitted by independent school districts, Native American tribes, councils
of governments, non-profit corporations (including hospitals and faith-based organizations), and
units of local government, which are defined as a non-statewide governmental body with the
authority to establish a budget and impose taxes.

All applications submitted by local law enforcement agencies/offices must be submitted by a unit
of government affiliated with the agency, including an authorizing resolution from that unit of
government. For example, police departments must apply under their municipal government, and
community supervision and corrections departments, district attorneys, and judicial districts must
apply through their affiliated county government (or one of the counties, in the case of agencies
that serve more than one county).

Juvenile specialty courts authorized under Chapter 121 of the Texas Government Code and
statewide projects are not eligible to apply under this announcement.

Application Process:




Applicants must access the PSO’s eGrants grant management website at
https://eGrants.gov.texas.gov to register and apply for funding.

e Applications will only be accepted for programs with a local or regional impact.
e Applicants must contact their applicable regional council of governments (COG) regarding

their application.

e Each of Texas' 24 COGs holds its own application planning workshops, workgroups, and/or
subcommittees and facilitates application prioritization for certain programs within its region.
Failure to comply with regional requirements imposed by the COG may render an application

ineligible.

***NEW APPLICATION SUBMISSION REQUIREMENT***

The following documents must be submitted with the application for the application to be
considered complete and eligible for funding. See the Eligibility Requirements and/or Program-
Specific Requirements Sections of this Funding Announcement for more details on the

requirements for each attachment/certification:

¢ Resolution from Governing Body - Applications from nonprofit corporations, local units of
governments, and other political subdivisions must submit a fully executed resolution.
e CEO/Law Enforcement Certifications and Assurances Form - Each local unit of

government, and institution of higher education that operates a law enforcement agency,
must certify compliance with federal and state immigration enforcement requirements.

e CEO/NGO Certification and Assurances Form - Each non-profit organization must certify

compliance with federal and state immigration enforcement requirements.

Failure to submit the fully executed required attachment(s) by the application deadline may result

in the application being deemed ineligible.

Key Dates:
Action Date
Funding Anouncemtent Release 12/15/2025
Online System Opening Date 12/15/2025

Final Date to Submit and Certify an
Application

02/12/2026 at 5:00PM CST

Earliest Project Start Date

09/01/2026

Project Period:

Projects must begin on or after 09/01/2026 and may not exceed a 12 month project period.

Funding Levels



https://egrants.gov.texas.gov/
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Minimum: $10,000
Maximum: None

Match Requirement: None

Standards

Grantees must comply with standards applicable to this fund source cited in the Texas Grant
Management Standards (IxGMS), Federal Uniform Grant Guidance, and all statutes, requirements,

and guidelines applicable to this funding.
Eligible Activities and Costs

Mental Health Services. Programs providing mental health services for youth in custody in need
of such services including, but are not limited to assessment, development of individualized
treatment plans, and discharge plans.

School Programs. Education programs or supportive services in traditional public schools and
detention/corrections education settings to encourage youth to remain in school; or alternative
learning programs to support transition to work and self-sufficiency, and to enhance coordination
between correctional programs and youth’s local education programs to ensure the instruction
they receive outside school is aligned with that provided in their schools, and that any identified
learning problems are communicated.

Community-Based Programs and Services. These programs and services are those that work
pre- and post-confinement with: a) parents and other family members to strengthen families to
help keep youth in their homes; b) youth during confinement and their families to ensure safe
return of youth home and to strengthen the families; and c) parents with limited English-speaking
ability.

Youth Diversion Services — Early intervention education programs and/or related diversion
services designed to prevent delinquency, including prevention services for children considered
at-risk of entering the juvenile justice system and intervention services for juveniles engaged in
misconduct.

Juvenile Case Managers - Individuals designated to provide services in court cases involving
juvenile offenders including assisting the court in administering the court's juvenile docket and
supervising the court's orders in juvenile cases. May also provide prevention services to a child
considered at-risk of entering the juvenile justice system and intervention services to juveniles
engaged in misconduct before cases are filed.

Eligibility Requirements



https://comptroller.texas.gov/purchasing/grant-management/
https://www.ecfr.gov/current/title-2/subtitle-A/chapter-II/part-200?toc=1
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1. Applications from nonprofit corporations, local units of governments, and other political
subdivisions must submit a fully executed resolution with the application to be considered eligible

for funding. The resolution must contain the following elements (see Sample Resolution):

e Authorization by your governing body for the submission of the application to the Public
Safety Office (PSO) that clearly identifies the name of the project for which funding is
requested;

e A commitment to provide all applicable matching funds;

e A designation of the name and/or title of an authorized official who is given the authority to
apply for, accept, reject, alter, or terminate a grant;

e A designation of the name and/or title of a financial officer who is given the authority to
submit financial and/or performance reports or alter a grant; and

e A written assurance that, in the event of loss or misuse of grant funds, the governing body
will return all funds to PSO

2. Local units of governments must comply with the Cybersecurity Training requirements
described in Section 772.012 and Section 2054.5191 of the Texas Government Code. Local
governments determined to not be in compliance with the cybersecurity requirements required by
Section 2054.5191 of the Texas Government Code are ineligible for OOG grant funds until the
second anniversary of the date the local government is determined ineligible. Government entities
must annually certify their compliance with the training requirements using the Cybersecurity

Training_Certification for State and Local Governments. A copy of the Training Certification must
be uploaded to your eGrants application. For more information or to access available training
programs, visit the Texas Department of Information Resources Statewide Cybersecurity

Awareness Training page.

3. Entities receiving funds from PSO must be located in a county that has an average of 90% or
above on both adult and juvenile dispositions entered into the computerized criminal history
database maintained by the Texas Department of Public Safety (DPS) as directed in the Texas Code
of Criminal Procedure, Chapter 66. The disposition completeness percentage is defined as the
percentage of arrest charges a county reports to DPS for which a disposition has been
subsequently reported and entered into the computerized criminal history system.

Counties applying for grant awards from the Office of the Governor must commit that the county
will report at least 90% of convictions within five business days to the Criminal Justice Information
System at the Department of Public Safety.

4. Eligible applicants operating a law enforcement agency must be current on reporting complete
UCR data and the Texas specific reporting mandated by 411.042 TGC, to the Texas Department of
Public Safety (DPS) for inclusion in the annual Crime in Texas (CIT) publication. To be considered
eligible for funding, applicants must have submitted a full twelve months of accurate data to DPS
for the most recent calendar year by the deadline(s) established by DPS. Due to the importance of
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timely reporting, applicants are required to submit complete and accurate UCR data, as well as the
Texas-mandated reporting, on a no less than monthly basis and respond promptly to requests
from DPS related to the data submitted.

5. In accordance with Texas Government Code, Section 420.034, any facility or entity that collects
evidence for sexual assault or other sex offenses or investigates or prosecutes a sexual assault or
other sex offense for which evidence has been collected, must participate in the statewide
electronic tracking system developed and implemented by the Texas Department of Public Safety.
Visit DPS's Sexual Assault Evidence Tracking Program website for more information or to set up an
account to begin participating. Additionally, per Section 420.042 "A law enforcement agency that
receives evidence of a sexual assault or other sex offense...shall submit that evidence to a public

accredited crime laboratory for analysis no later than the 30th day after the date on which that
evidence was received.” A law enforcement agency in possession of a significant number of Sexual
Assault Evidence Kits (SAEK) where the 30-day window has passed may be considered
noncompliant.

6. Local units of government, including cities, counties and other general purpose political
subdivisions, as appropriate, and institutions of higher education that operate a law enforcement
agency, must comply with all aspects of the programs and procedures utilized by the U.S.
Department of Homeland Security ("DHS") to: (1) notify DHS of all information requested by DHS
related to illegal aliens in Agency’s custody; and (2) detain such illegal aliens in accordance with
requests by DHS. Additionally, counties and municipalities may NOT have in effect, purport to
have in effect, or make themselves subject to or bound by, any law, rule, policy, or practice
(written or unwritten) that would: (1) require or authorize the public disclosure of federal law
enforcement information in order to conceal, harbor, or shield from detection fugitives from
justice or aliens illegally in the United States, 8 U.S.C. § 1324(a)(1)(A)(iii); (2) impede federal officers
from exercising authority under 8 U.S.C. § 1226(a), § 1226(c), § 1231(a), § 1357(a), § 1366(1), or §
1366(3); (3) encourage or induce an alien to come to, enter, or reside in the United States in
violation of law, 8 U.S.C. § 1324(a)(1)(A)(iv); (4) result in the illegal transport or movement of aliens
within the United States, 8 U.S.C. § 1324(a)(1)(A)(ii) . Lastly, eligible applicants must comply with all
provisions, policies, and penalties found in Chapter 752, Subchapter C of the Texas Government
Code.

Each local unit of government, and institution of higher education that operates a law
enforcement agency, must download, complete and then upload into eGrants the CEO/Law
Enforcement Certifications and Assurances Form certifying compliance with federal and state

immigration enforcement requirements. This Form is required for each application submitted to
OOG and is active until August 31, 2027 or the end of the grant period, whichever is later.

7. Each non-profit 501(c)(3) organization must certify that it does not have, and will continue not
to have any policy, procedure, or agreement (written or unwritten) that in any way encourages,
induces, entices, or aids any violations of immigration laws. Additionally, the organization certifies


https://www.dps.texas.gov/section/crime-laboratory/sexual-assault-evidence-tracking-program
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that it does not have in effect, purport to have in effect, and is not subject to or bound by any
rule, policy, or practice (written or unwritten) that would: (1) encourage the concealment,
harboring, or shielding from detection of fugitives from justice or aliens who illegally came to,
entered, or remained in the United States, 8 U.S.C. § 1324(a)(1)(A)(iii), or (2) impede federal officers
from exercising authority under 8 U.S.C. § 1226(a), § 1226(c), § 1231(a), § 1357(a), § 1366(1), or §
1366(3); (3) encourage or induce an alien to come to, enter, or reside in the United States in
violation of law, 8 U.S.C. § 1324(a)(1)(A)(iv); (4) result in the illegal transport or movement of aliens
within the United States, 8 U.S.C. § 1324(a)(1)(A)(ii). Lastly, the organization certifies that it will not
adopt, enforce, or endorse a policy which prohibits or materially limits the enforcement of
immigration laws, and will not, as demonstrated by pattern or practice, prohibit or materially limit
the enforcement of immigration laws.

Each non-profit organization must download, complete and then upload into eGrants the
CEO/NGO Certifications and Assurances Form Certifying compliance with federal and state

immigration enforcement requirements.

8. Eligible applicants must be registered in the federal System for Award Management (SAM)
database and have an UEI (Unique Entity ID) number assigned to its agency (to get registered in
the SAM database and request an UEI number, go to https://sam.gov/).

Failure to comply with program eligibility requirements may cause funds to be withheld and/or
suspension or termination of grant funds.

Prohibitions

Grant funds may not be used to support the unallowable costs listed in the Guide to Grants or
any of the following unallowable costs:

1. Construction, renovation, or remodeling;

2. Medical services;

3. Law enforcement equipment that is standard department issue;

4. Transportation, lodging, per diem or any related costs for participants, when grant funds are

used to develop and conduct training; and
5. Any other prohibition imposed by federal, state or local law or regulation.

Selection Process

PSO will screen all applications to ensure that they meet the requirements included in the funding
announcement.

e Applications will be forwarded by PSO to the appropriate regional council of governments
(COQG).

e The COG's criminal justice advisory committee will prioritize all eligible applications based on
State priorities, identified community priorities, cost and program effectiveness.
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e PSO will accept priority listings that are approved by the COG's executive committee.
e PSO will make all final funding decisions based upon eligibility, approved COG priorities,
reasonableness of the project, availability of funding, and cost-effectiveness.

PSO may not fund all applications or may only award part of the amount requested. In the event
that funding requests exceed available funds, PSO may revise projects to address a more limited
focus.

Contact Information

For more information, contact the eGrants help desk at eGrants@gov.texas.gov or (512) 463-1919.

Total Funds

$TBD
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Purpose:

The purpose of this announcement is to solicit applications for projects that promote a
coordinated, multi-disciplinary approach to improve the justice system’s response to violent
crimes against women, including domestic violence, sexual assault, dating violence, and stalking.

Available Funding:

Federal funding is authorized for these projects under the Violence Against Women Act of 2013
Pub. L. No. 113-4 (VAWA 2013). VAWA funds are made available through a Congressional
appropriation to the U.S. Department of Justice, Office on Violence Against Women. All awards are
subject to the availability of appropriated federal funds and any modifications or additional
requirements that may be imposed by law.

Eligible Organizations:

Applications may be submitted by state agencies, public and private non-profit institutions of
higher education, independent school districts, Native American tribes, councils of governments,
non-profit corporations (including hospitals and faith-based organizations) and units of local
government, which are defined as a non-statewide governmental body with the authority to
establish a budget and impose taxes (includes hospital districts). Other local governmental
agencies should apply through an associated unit of local government.

Non-profit applicants seeking to provide direct services to victims of crime are not eligible under
this solicitation and should apply under the General Victim Assistance Program Funding
Announcement.

Application Process:

Applicants must access the PSO’s eGrants grant management website at
https://eGrants.gov.texas.gov to register and apply for funding.



https://egrants.gov.texas.gov/
https://egrants.gov.texas.gov/
https://egrants.gov.texas.gov/

Applicants are required to submit fully developed and detailed grant budgets at the time of
application, PSO will not accept placeholder applications in lieu of a well written and detailed
grant application.

1. For eligible local and regional projects:

e Applicants must contact their applicable regional council of governments (COG) regarding
their application.

e Each of Texas' 24 COGs holds its own application planning workshops, workgroups, and/or
subcommittees and facilitates application prioritization for certain programs within its region.
Failure to comply with regional requirements imposed by the COG may render an application
ineligible.

2. State agencies, and other organizations proposing projects with a statewide impact, may submit
applications directly to PSO.

***NEW APPLICATION SUBMISSION REQUIREMENT***

The following documents must be submitted with the application for the application to be
considered complete and eligible for funding. See the Eligibility Requirements and/or Program-
Specific Requirements Sections of this Funding Announcement for more details on the
requirements for each attachment/certification:

¢ Resolution from Governing Body - Applications from nonprofit corporations, local units of
governments, and other political subdivisions must submit a fully executed resolution.

e CEO/Law Enforcement Certifications and Assurances Form - Each local unit of
government, and institution of higher education that operates a law enforcement agency,

must certify compliance with federal and state immigration enforcement requirements.
e CEO/NGO Certification and Assurances Form - Each non-profit organization must certify

compliance with federal and state immigration enforcement requirements.

Failure to submit the fully executed required attachment(s) by the application deadline may result
in the application being deemed ineligible.

Key Dates:
Funding Anouncemtent Release 12/15/2025
Online System Opening Date 12/15/2025
Final Date to Submit and Certify an 02/12/2026 at 5:00PM CST
Application
Earliest Project Start Date 09/01/2026



https://egrants.gov.texas.gov/uploads/egrants_files/PSO_Sample_Resolution_Revised.docx
https://egrants.gov.texas.gov/uploads/egrants_files/PSO_Sample_Resolution_Revised.docx
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https://egrants.gov.texas.gov/uploads/egrants_files/2027_CEO-LE_Cert-Assurances_Form-Blank.pdf
https://egrants.gov.texas.gov/uploads/egrants_files/2027_CEO-LE_Cert-Assurances_Form-Blank.pdf
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Project Period:

Projects may not exceed 12 months and must start on 9/01/2026 and end on 08/31/2027.

Funding Levels

Minimum: $5,000
Maximum: No Maximum

Match Requirement: 30% of the total project (Note: Victim service providers and Native American
tribes are exempt from the match requirement.)

Standards

Grantees must comply with standards applicable to this fund source cited in the Texas Grant
Management Standards (IxGMS), Federal Uniform Grant Guidance, and all statutes, requirements,

and guidelines applicable to this funding.
Eligible Activities and Costs

The following list of eligible activities and costs apply generally to all projects under this
announcement:

1. Training law enforcement officers, judges, other court personnel, and prosecutors to more
effectively identify and respond to violent crimes against women, including the crimes of
sexual assault, domestic violence, dating violence, and stalking;

2. Developing, training, or expanding units of law enforcement officers, judges, other court
personnel, and prosecutors specifically targeting violent crimes against women, including the
crimes of sexual assault, domestic violence, dating violence, and stalking;

3. Developing and implementing more effective police, court, and prosecution policies,
protocols, orders, and services specifically devoted to preventing, identifying, and responding
to violent crimes against women, including the crimes of sexual assault, domestic violence,
dating violence, and stalking, as well as the appropriate treatment of victims;

4. Developing, installing, or expanding data collection and communication systems, including
computerized systems, linking police, prosecutors, and courts or for the purpose of
identifying, classifying, and tracking arrests, protection orders, violations of protection orders,
prosecutions, and convictions for violent crimes against women, including the crimes of
sexual assault, domestic violence, dating violence, and stalking;

5. Supporting formal and informal statewide, multidisciplinary efforts, to the extent not
supported by state funds, to coordinate the response of state law enforcement agencies,
prosecutors, courts, victim services agencies, and other state agencies and departments, to
violent crimes against women, including the crimes of sexual assault, domestic violence,
dating violence, and stalking;


https://comptroller.texas.gov/purchasing/grant-management/
https://www.ecfr.gov/cgi-bin/text-idx?tpl=/ecfrbrowse/Title02/2cfr200_main_02.tpl

6. Training of sexual assault forensic medical personnel examiners in the collection and
preservation of evidence, analysis, prevention, and providing expert testimony and treatment
of trauma related to sexual assault;

7. Developing, enlarging, or strengthening programs to assist law enforcement, prosecutors,
courts, and others to address the needs and circumstances of older and disabled women who
are victims of sexual assault, domestic violence, dating violence, or stalking, including
recognizing, investigating, and prosecuting instances of such violence or assault and
targeting outreach and support, counseling, and other victim services to such older and
disabled individuals;

8. Developing and promoting state or local policies that enhance best practices for responding
to sexual assault, domestic violence, dating violence, and stalking;

9. Developing, implementing, or enhancing Sexual Assault Response Teams, or other similar
coordinated community responses to sexual assault as defined in Chapter 351 of Local
Government Code, subchapter J;

10. Developing and strengthening policies, protocols, best practices, and training for law
enforcement agencies and prosecutors relating to the investigation and prosecution of sexual
assault cases and the appropriate treatment of victims; and

11. Identifying and conducting inventories of backlogs of sexual assault evidence collection kits
and developing protocols and policies for responding to and addressing such backlogs,
including protocols and policies for notifying and involving victims.

Program-Specific Requirements

Legal Assistance for Victims (LAV) Certification:

All VAWA applicants must certify that they meet the following federal statutory requirements
regarding the provision of legal advocacy:

1. Any person providing legal assistance through a program funded under this VAWA Program

e has demonstrated expertise in providing legal assistance to victims of domestic violence,
dating violence, sexual assault or stalking in the targeted population; or

e is partnered with an entity or person that has demonstrated expertise described in
subparagraph (a) and has completed or will complete training in connection with domestic
violence, dating violence, sexual assault or stalking and related legal issues, including training
on evidence-based risk factors for domestic and dating violence homicide.

2. Any training program conducted in satisfaction of the requirement of paragraph (1) has been or
will be developed with input from and in collaboration with a state, local, territorial, or tribal
domestic violence, dating violence, sexual assault, or stalking victim service provider or coalition,
as well as appropriate tribal, State, territorial, and local law enforcement officials.



3. Any person or organization providing legal assistance through a program funded under this
Program has informed and will continue to inform state, local, or tribal domestic violence, dating
violence or sexual assault programs and coalitions, as well as appropriate State and local law
enforcement officials of their work.

4. The grantee's organizational policies do not require mediation or counseling involving
offenders and victims physically together, in cases where sexual assault, domestic violence, dating
violence, or child sexual abuse is an issue.

Prosecutor Certification:

In order for a prosecutor’s office to be eligible to receive grant funds under this subchapter, the
head of the office shall certify, to the State, Indian Tribal government, or territorial government
receiving the grant funding, that the office will, during the 3-year period beginning on the date on
which the grant is awarded, engage in planning, developing and implementing—

1. Training developed by experts in the field regarding victim-centered approaches in domestic
violence, sexual assault, dating violence, and stalking cases;

2. Policies that support a victim-centered approach, informed by such training; and

3. A protocol outlining alternative practices and procedures for material witness petitions and
bench warrants, consistent with best practices, that shall be exhausted before employing material
witness petitions and bench warrants to obtain victim-witness testimony in the investigation,
prosecution, and trial of a crime related to domestic violence, sexual assault, dating violence, and
stalking of the victim in order to prevent further victimization and trauma to the victim.

State Priority Areas:

All projects funded under this announcement must address one or more of the State Priority
Areas listed in the application.

Eligibility Requirements

1. Applications from nonprofit corporations, local units of governments, and other political
subdivisions must submit a fully executed resolution with the application to be considered eligible
for funding. The resolution must contain the following elements (see Sample Resolution):

e Authorization by your governing body for the submission of the application to the Public
Safety Office (PSO) that clearly identifies the name of the project for which funding is
requested;

e A commitment to provide all applicable matching funds;

e A designation of the name and/or title of an authorized official who is given the authority to
apply for, accept, reject, alter, or terminate a grant;


https://egrants.gov.texas.gov/uploads/egrants_files/PSO_Sample_Resolution_Revised.docx

e A designation of the name and/or title of a financial officer who is given the authority to
submit financial and/or performance reports or alter a grant; and

e A written assurance that, in the event of loss or misuse of grant funds, the governing body
will return all funds to PSO

2. Local units of governments must comply with the Cybersecurity Training requirements
described in Section 772.012 and Section 2054.5191 of the Texas Government Code. Local
governments determined to not be in compliance with the cybersecurity requirements required by
Section 2054.5191 of the Texas Government Code are ineligible for OOG grant funds until the
second anniversary of the date the local government is determined ineligible. Government entities
must annually certify their compliance with the training requirements using the Cybersecurity
Training_Certification for State and Local Governments. A copy of the Training Certification must

be uploaded to your eGrants application. For more information or to access available training
programs, visit the Texas Department of Information Resources Statewide Cybersecurity

Awareness Training page.

3. Entities receiving funds from PSO must be located in a county that has an average of 90% or
above on both adult and juvenile dispositions entered into the computerized criminal history
database maintained by the Texas Department of Public Safety (DPS) as directed in the Texas Code
of Criminal Procedure, Chapter 66. The disposition completeness percentage is defined as the
percentage of arrest charges a county reports to DPS for which a disposition has been
subsequently reported and entered into the computerized criminal history system.

Counties applying for grant awards from the Office of the Governor must commit that the county
will report at least 90% of convictions within five business days to the Criminal Justice Information
System at the Department of Public Safety.

4. Eligible applicants operating a law enforcement agency must be current on reporting complete
UCR data and the Texas specific reporting mandated by 411.042 TGC, to the Texas Department of
Public Safety (DPS) for inclusion in the annual Crime in Texas (CIT) publication. To be considered
eligible for funding, applicants must have submitted a full twelve months of accurate data to DPS
for the most recent calendar year by the deadline(s) established by DPS. Due to the importance of
timely reporting, applicants are required to submit complete and accurate UCR data, as well as the
Texas-mandated reporting, on a no less than monthly basis and respond promptly to requests
from DPS related to the data submitted.

5. In accordance with Texas Government Code, Section 420.034, any facility or entity that collects
evidence for sexual assault or other sex offenses or investigates or prosecutes a sexual assault or
other sex offense for which evidence has been collected, must participate in the statewide
electronic tracking system developed and implemented by the Texas Department of Public Safety.
Visit DPS's Sexual Assault Evidence Tracking Program website for more information or to set up an
account to begin participating. Additionally, per Section 420.042 "A law enforcement agency that



https://dir.my.site.com/SecurityTrainingVerification/s/CybersecurityTrainingCertification
https://dir.my.site.com/SecurityTrainingVerification/s/CybersecurityTrainingCertification
https://dir.texas.gov/information-security/statewide-cybersecurity-awareness-training
https://dir.texas.gov/information-security/statewide-cybersecurity-awareness-training
https://www.dps.texas.gov/section/crime-laboratory/sexual-assault-evidence-tracking-program

receives evidence of a sexual assault or other sex offense...shall submit that evidence to a public
accredited crime laboratory for analysis no later than the 30th day after the date on which that
evidence was received.” A law enforcement agency in possession of a significant number of Sexual
Assault Evidence Kits (SAEK) where the 30-day window has passed may be considered
noncompliant.

6. Local units of government, including cities, counties and other general purpose political
subdivisions, as appropriate, and institutions of higher education that operate a law enforcement
agency, must comply with all aspects of the programs and procedures utilized by the U.S.
Department of Homeland Security ("DHS") to: (1) notify DHS of all information requested by DHS
related to illegal aliens in Agency’s custody; and (2) detain such illegal aliens in accordance with
requests by DHS. Additionally, counties and municipalities may NOT have in effect, purport to
have in effect, or make themselves subject to or bound by, any law, rule, policy, or practice
(written or unwritten) that would: (1) require or authorize the public disclosure of federal law
enforcement information in order to conceal, harbor, or shield from detection fugitives from
justice or aliens illegally in the United States, 8 U.S.C. § 1324(a)(1)(A)(iii); (2) impede federal officers
from exercising authority under 8 U.S.C. § 1226(a), § 1226(c), § 1231(a), § 1357(a), § 1366(1), or §
1366(3); (3) encourage or induce an alien to come to, enter, or reside in the United States in
violation of law, 8 U.S.C. § 1324(a)(1)(A)(iv); (4) result in the illegal transport or movement of aliens
within the United States, 8 U.S.C. § 1324(a)(1)(A)(ii) . Lastly, eligible applicants must comply with all
provisions, policies, and penalties found in Chapter 752, Subchapter C of the Texas Government
Code.

Each local unit of government, and institution of higher education that operates a law
enforcement agency, must download, complete and then upload into eGrants the CEO/Law
Enforcement Certifications and Assurances Form certifying compliance with federal and state

immigration enforcement requirements. This Form is required for each application submitted to
OOG and is active until August 31, 2027 or the end of the grant period, whichever is later.

7. Each non-profit 501(c)(3) organization must certify that it does not have, and will continue not
to have any policy, procedure, or agreement (written or unwritten) that in any way encourages,
induces, entices, or aids any violations of immigration laws. Additionally, the organization certifies
that it does not have in effect, purport to have in effect, and is not subject to or bound by any
rule, policy, or practice (written or unwritten) that would: (1) encourage the concealment,
harboring, or shielding from detection of fugitives from justice or aliens who illegally came to,
entered, or remained in the United States, 8 U.S.C. § 1324(a)(1)(A)(iii), or (2) impede federal officers
from exercising authority under 8 U.S.C. § 1226(a), § 1226(c), § 1231(a), § 1357(a), § 1366(1), or §
1366(3); (3) encourage or induce an alien to come to, enter, or reside in the United States in
violation of law, 8 U.S.C. § 1324(a)(1)(A)(iv); (4) result in the illegal transport or movement of aliens
within the United States, 8 U.S.C. § 1324(a)(1)(A)(ii). Lastly, the organization certifies that it will not
adopt, enforce, or endorse a policy which prohibits or materially limits the enforcement of


https://egrants.gov.texas.gov/uploads/egrants_files/2027_CEO-LE_Cert-Assurances_Form-Blank.pdf
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immigration laws, and will not, as demonstrated by pattern or practice, prohibit or materially limit
the enforcement of immigration laws.

Each non-profit organization must download, complete and then upload into eGrants the
CEO/NGO Certifications and Assurances Form Certifying compliance with federal and state
immigration enforcement requirements.

8. Eligible applicants must be registered in the federal System for Award Management (SAM)
database and have an UEI (Unique Entity ID) number assigned to its agency (to get registered in
the SAM database and request an UEI number, go to https://sam.gov/).

Failure to comply with program eligibility requirements may cause funds to be withheld and/or
suspension or termination of grant funds.

Prohibitions

Grant funds may not be used to support the unallowable costs listed in the Guide to Grants or

any of the following unallowable costs:
1. Construction, renovation, or remodeling;
. Research or evaluation activities;
. Medical services other than forensic medical examinations and prophylaxis;
. Law enforcement equipment that is standard department issue;
. Processing DNA evidence;
. Victim-offender meetings that serve to replace (or as a part of) criminal justice proceedings;
. Medical training;
. Cash payments to victims, gift cards, or fuel vouchers;

O 00 N o Ul M W N

. Creation of a voucher program where victims are directly given vouchers for such services as

housing or counseling;

10. Leasing or purchasing vehicles;

11. Legal defense services for perpetrators of violence against women;

12. Criminal defense work, including for women who assault, kill, or otherwise injure their
abusers;

13. Liability insurance on buildings;

14. Nonessential maintenance on buildings, lawn care, and landscaping;

15. Reimbursement to crime victims for expenses incurred as a result of a crime, such as
insurance deductibles, replacement of stolen property, funeral expenses, lost wages, and
medical bills;

16. Services for programs that primarily focus on children and/or men;

17. Activities exclusively related to violence prevention, such as media campaigns to educate the
general public about violence against women, public awareness, and community education
campaigns are also prohibited;

18. Prosecution of child sexual abuse when the victim is now an adult;
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19. Relocation expenses for victims of domestic violence, sexual assault, or stalking such as
moving household goods to a new location in another state or acquiring furniture or housing
in a new location;

20. Development or presentation of a domestic violence, sexual assault, dating violence, or
stalking curriculum for primary or secondary schools (educating students from an existing
curriculum would also be prohibited);

21. Activities that may compromise victim safety; and

22. Any other prohibition imposed by federal, state or local law or regulation.

Selection Process

PSO will screen all applications to ensure that they meet the requirements included in the funding
announcement.

1. For eligible local and regional projects:

e Applications will be forwarded by PSO to the appropriate regional council of governments
(COG).

e The COG's criminal justice advisory committee will prioritize all eligible applications based on
State priorities, identified community priorities, cost and program effectiveness.

e PSO will accept priority listings that are approved by the COG's executive committee.

e PSO will make all final funding decisions based upon eligibility, approved COG priorities,
reasonableness of the project, availability of funding, and cost-effectiveness.

2. For state discretionary projects, applications will be reviewed by PSO staff members or a review
group selected by the executive director. PSO will make all final funding decisions based on
eligibility, reasonableness, availability of funding, and cost-effectiveness.

PSO may not fund all applications or may only award part of the amount requested. In the event
that funding requests exceed available funds, PSO may revise projects to address a more limited
focus.

Contact Information

For more information, contact the eGrants help desk at eGrants@gov.texas.gov or (512) 463-1919.

Total Funds

$TBD
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Additional Information

For SHSP R and L applicants and projects only: To receive a copy of the current copy of the
THIRA and SPR, please email his@Irgvdc.org with the subject line indicating the following:
Request for THIRA and SPR for 2025-2027 Application Cycle.

Should a copy of the Criminal Justice Strategic Plan be needed, please email
hls@lrgvdc.org with the subject line indicating the following: Request for the Regional

Criminal Justice Strategic Plan for Review.

LRGVDC Criminal Justice Landing Page LRGVDC Homeland Security Landing Page

https://www.lrgvdc.org/criminaljustice.html https://www.lrgvdc.org/homeland.html


mailto:hls@lrgvdc.org
mailto:hls@lrgvdc.org
https://www.lrgvdc.org/criminaljustice.html
https://www.lrgvdc.org/homeland.html

Follow On Instructions

Step 1. Fully watch the DIR Video: (2) Cybersecurity Awareness Training — YouTube

Step 2. Follow and Complete the DIR Cyber Security Training Certification for State and
Local Governments: CybersecurityTrainingCertification (if your organization does not
appear when typing, select “My Organization is No Listed” and continue with the
submission. On the next page in the comments section, type the Name of the
Organization.

Step 3. Once the submission of certification is complete, you will receive an email
confirmation from (txtrainingcert@dir.texas.gov) , forward the confirmation email to your
project director, finance director/officer and authorized official/officer indicating that the
organization has meet the cyber security requirement and has fully viewed the LRGVDC
Webinar. Ensure to carbon copy (cc) hls@lrgvdc.org on your email.

Step 4. Apply to an open RFA as desired.


https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=lt3dUTByggs
https://dir.my.site.com/SecurityTrainingVerification/s/CybersecurityTrainingCertification
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